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European Council On Foreign Relations 12/27/2015

Syrian Diplomacy Renewed: From Vienna to Raqqga

While there will need to be a military component in the fight

against ISIS, it will not succeed if it is not part of a much broad- SaEE

er political strategy. ONFOREIGN
ecfreu

JULIEN BARNES

http://goo.gl/qEYvCJ
Aymenn Jawad 12/23/2015
Quwat al-Jalil: A Pro-Assad Palestinian Syrian Militia ’ :

Emblem of Quwat al-Jalil. On the top is a quotation from Qur'an
22:39, a classic verse used to invoke the concept of defensive
jihad: "Permission [to fight] has been granted to those who are
being fought because they have been wronged. And indeed God E
is capable of granting them victory." Beneath it is the name of “EEE
Quwat al-Jalil's political wing: "Movement of the Youth of the

Palestinian Return. Aymenn Jawad

.
; .

sl ]

i

http://goo.gl/Tl4pKn

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 12/29/2015

How Sunni-Shia Sectarianism Is Poisoning Yemen

In a recent interview with Al Jazeera, Hamoud al-Mekhlafi, CARNEGIE
leader of a Taiz-based group fighting against Houthi militias ‘] plelo eIl
and forces loyal to Yemen’s former president Ali Abdullah

Saleh, described his opponents as “Persians” in reference to

their Shia religious affiliation and support from Iran. In fact,

both Saleh and the leaders of the Houthi militia belong to the

Zaydi school of Islam, an indigenous Yemeni branch of Shia FAREA AL-MUSLIMI

Islam that is distinct from the Twelver Shiism practiced in Iran.
http://goo.gl/Yo97YC
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Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 12/28/2015

Taking the October Dam: Syria’s Kurds Keep Hitting the
Islamic State

CARNEGIE
ENDOWMENT FOR

In Damascus, a dramatic couple of days have culminated in a radi-
‘] INTERNATIONAL PEACE

cal UN-brokered deal that could tip the scales in the war for the
Syrian capital and in the death of Zahran Alloush, Syria's best
known rebel leader. But while the war in Damascus grabs all the
headlines, incremental changes continue to reshape the political
landscape in the north, where a complex four-sided war rages
between the self-proclaimed Islamic State, a powerful Kurdish ARON LUND

militia, President Bashar al-Assad’s central government, and a varie-

ty of Sunni Arab rebels backed by Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and the http://goo.gl/NN1mhV
United States.

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 12/23/2015

The State of the Syrian Economy: An Expert Survey

As 2015 draws to a close and Syria prepares to enter its sixth RETECIE
year of conflict, the economic conditions and transformations '] e AR e
brought by the war are taking center stage.

Aron Lund

http://goo.gl/G8NsKB

Carnegie Middle East Center 12/16/2015

KURDISTAN’S POLITICAL ARMIES: THE CHALLENGE OF
UNIFYING THE PESHMERGA FORCES

On July 23, 2014, just one week after the self-proclaimed Islam-
ic State captured Mosul and marched toward Iraqi Kurdistan’s
capital, Erbil, the Kurdish parliament instructed the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) to unify all of the peshmerga
(army) forces in six months. Over a year later, this has still not

‘ CARNEGIE
MIDDLE EAST CENTER

happened.
MARIO FUMERTON
http://goo.gl/ZwxAMB
| I ————— . e
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Center For American Progress 12/14/2015

Re-Educating Turkey AKP Efforts to Promote Religious
Values in Turkish Schools

Although the issue of education played little role in Turkey’s Center for American Progress
recent parliamentary elections, few areas of Turkish public life V
generate more heat in public discourse than education. Yet, the

most intense controversies regarding educational policies are

not about issues such as student achievement or teacher-stu-

dent ratios. Rather, like so many other controversies in

Turkey—particularly over the past two decades—they are ALAN MAKOVSKY

focused on the proper role of Islam in Turkish society.
https://goo.gl/IP4Uko

Center for Strategic and International Studies 12/29/2015

Turkey and the United States at the Syrian Gap

At the end of a tumultuous year for Turkey in its foreign rela-
tions as well as in domestic politics, it is clear that Turkey has
serious differences with the United States on Syria, the most CENTER-FOR-STBATEGICE
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
prominent problem for both on the current global foreign policy
agenda. While the two allies unfailingly continue to profess
themselves to be in agreement in overall strategy if not on
day-to-day tactics, the gap between them on this issue is unde- BULENT ALIRIZA
niable and seems likely to widen in 2016.

CSIS

http://goo.gl/Qv3gD2

Center for Strategic and International Studies 12/16/2015

The Turco-Russian Crisis: Erdogan vs. Putin

News Agency quoted “Turkish presidential sources” in reporting
that “Turkish jets shot down a warplane believed to be a Rus-
sian-type SU-24 after it violated the Turkish air space. The CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
incident happened near Turkey’s southern border with Syria.” IRETERNATIONAL STUDIES
Confirmation quickly followed that one of two Russian aircraft on
a bombing mission against Syrian Turkmens, backed by Ankara
against the Assad regime, was shot down by a Turkish fighter g enT ALIRIZA
aircraft as it traversed the southernmost tip of the Turkish prov-

ince of Hatay for 17 seconds before crashing in Syria. http://goo.gl/EIQOgi

During the morning of November 24 the semi-official Anatolia CSIS

|
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European think tank for global action 12/01/2015

Enemy of Convenience: Iran’s Fight Against Daesh

Over the past year, the Middle East has witnessed the burgeoning FRIDE
of a new conflict dyad: the Islamic Republic of Iran versus Daesh

Occupying swaths of Arab territory beside its Persian neighbor, THINKTANAKE;JORF?EE@I;ALACTION
Daesh has rapidly expanded both its agenda and the scale of its o

atrocities. However, by targeting Iran’s key state allies — Iraq and

Syria — as well as followers of the Shiite branch of Islam, which

roughly 90 per cent of Iranians subscribe to, Daesh set itself on a BEHNAM BEN TALEBLU
collision course with Iran. While Tehran regards Daesh as a political
and religious challenge, strategically, Tehran seeks to erode, not

eliminate it.

http://goo.gl/9qqBrt

Foreign Policy Research Institute 12/01/2015

The Syrian Civil War and its Consequences for Hezbollah

Beginning as a largely non-violent, non-sectarian political mobili- N
zation, the Syrian revolution gradually morphed into a protracted F‘p RI
and bloody civil war as well as into a regional proxy conflict that FOREIGNROLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
has directly involved both regional states and non-state actors ~—
alike. Today, the Syrian conflict remains deeply internationalized,
militarized and fractionalized.

BENEDETTA BERTI

http://goo.gl/LQMJLH

Institute for The Syudy of War 12/29/2015

The Syrian Opposition’s Political Demands

Key Takeaway: The ongoing Vienna process will likely fail to m SW
end the Syrian Civil War because it does not provide adequate

incentives to Syria’s powerful armed opposition factions to lay * §U
down arms. The Vienna process relies on agreements made

between international powerbrokers independent from the

demands of both pro- and anti-regime Syrian factions. No

single Syrian opposition group is able to speak for a majority of GENEVIEVE CASAGRANDE
the Syrian armed opposition, and powerbrokers have the

potential to spoil the Vienna process. http://goo.gl/FLOsSSD

|
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Institute for the Study of War 12/16/2015

The myth of partnering with Assad, Russia, and Iran against

ISIS

The U.S. and its allies must resist drifting into a flawed partner- |

ship with Russia and Iran in Syria in order to defeat ISIS. Russia

has launched a diplomatic initiative to persuade the U.S. and W EEUDY OF WAR

others to accept the Syrian regime in return for Russian assis-
tance against ISIS. The devastating terrorist attacks in Paris on
Nov. 13 and the ongoing refugee crisis in Europe have added

further impetus for this major strategic shift. JENNIFER CAFARELLA
http://goo.gl/8SGOFN

Middle East Policy Council Winter 2015

Qatar and the Arab Spring

For much of the last two decades, few Middle East experts
gave serious consideration to Qatar, its governance structure
or its decision-making process. The few and far away excep- @ Middle East
tions were scholarly articles, some admittedly very insightful,
that noted Doha's mediation role in trying to solve various diplo-
matic puzzles, such as the Lebanese crisis of 2008 or the Suda-
nese civil war. With the uprisings that swept the Arab world in
2011, journalists, pundits and scholars started paying closer KRISTIAN COATES
attention, as Qatar played a key role in several of the upheav-

als. http://goo.gl/leCcfk

Policy Council

Middle East Policy Council Winter 2015

First Do No Harm: Do Air Rids Protect Civilians?

The 3,000th air raid against Islamist forces in Iraq and Syria Middle East
was carried out just before Easter 2015.1 By the end of the Policy Council
year, the figure is likely to rise close to 5,000. Meanwhile,

experts have lost count of the number of people Syria's auto-

cratic rulers have murdered and Islamic State militants have

beheaded. At the time of this writing, over 11 million people -
had escaped the war as either internally displaced people or IMO KIVIMAKI
refugees, according to the UN High Commission on Refugees.

http://goo.gl/tRnJyl

|
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Middle East Policy Council Winter 2015

One Year Later: Assessing the Coalition Campaing against
ISIS

I'm a policy analyst. | go to the Middle East once a month and
try to conduct research and shape .the de.bate.and.dlalogue Policy Council
here. But sometimes, in forums like this and in antiseptic confer-
ence rooms in Washington, D.C., it's easy to get disconnected
from the human tragedy. | think it's important to note this, as
we have this discussion. My aim is to help to find a pathway
toward peace and stability in Syria and Iraq and the broader BRIAN KATULIS
region.

Middle East

http://goo.gl/X1vqdY

Middle East Policy Council Winter 2015

Business as Usual: The U.S. - Turkey Security Partnership

Philip Robins's famous question, "What on earth is happening
in Turkey?" has been echoing around the capitals of the Atlan- ﬁ Middle East
tic community, uttered variously in exasperation, in admiration Policy Council
and in wonder.1 The same refrain recently has been repeatedly

raised around Turkey's careening towards an activist foreign

policy in the Middle East, its increased willingness to break

with its trans-atlantic allies on critical decisions and over its MUSTAFA KIBAROGLU
policies in Syria.

http://goo.gl/QNpp6h

Observer Research Foundation 12/31/2015

The Syrian Refugees Crisis In US Election Debates: Com-
passion Versus Security

With the devastating attacks in Paris carried out by the ISIS
and the endless stream of refugees from Syria, the Syrian crisis
has unsurprisingly become a political hot potato in the US elec-
tion campaign in the last couple of weeks.

UMA PURUSHOTHAMAN

http://goo.gl/esZMA4
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RAND Corporation 12/01/2015

LESSENING THE RISK OF REFUGEE RADICALIZATION

The exodus of more than 4 million refugees from Syria since 2011
raises questions about whether Syrian refugee concentrations will
become incubators for violent extremist groups. This Perspective

takes a preliminary look at nine historical situations in which popula- R A N D

tions fled violent conflict or repression—in South Asia, East Africa,

Central Africa, and the Middle East —several of which became asso- CORPORATION

ciated with the rise of militant and terrorist groups, to identify the

factors in the way refugee situations are managed that are most

likely to contribute to radicalization, defined as the process of com- BARBARA SUDE
mitting to political or religious ideologies that espouse change

through violence. http://goo.gl/TAucp9

Rand Corporation 12/17/2015

A Peace Plan for Syria

This essay presents a peace plan for Syria that is focused less
on defining the nature of the Syrian state that might emerge
from the conflict and more on the steps necessary to secure

and sustain a ceasefire for the extended period that is likely to R A N D

be needed for the Syrian parties to actually agree on new gov-
erning arrangements. The proposal calls for deferring a compre-

CORPORATION

hensive political solution and resolution of the Assad question

and focusing instead on a ceasefire backed by international jAMES DOBBINS
enforcement, regional devolution of power, humanitarian assis-

tance, and a longer-term political process. http://goo.gl/Miitla

Syria Comment 12/25/2015

The Death of Zahran Alloush

Rebel sources report that a missile hit a gathering of Islam

Army leaders in the Eastern Ghouta region today, killing several
of them, including Mohammed Zahran Alloush. Some reports

also say that an allied rebel faction, Feilag al-Rahman, had
much of its leadership wiped out, and that the strike was
carried out by Russia.

Page 12
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The Washington Institute 12/17/2015

The Vienna Process: Transitioning Toward a Transition?

The United States and other members of the International Syria
Support Group (ISSG) will meet Friday in New York in the latest
effort to jump-start a political process to end the Syrian civil

war. Indeed, recent diplomatic momentum has yielded some . £
results. Wsrimyre R

ANDREW J. TABLER

http://goo.gl/3TdOy3

Washington Institute 12/18/2015

The Turkish-Russian Military Balance

While Turkey's numerical advantages and other factors would
seemingly give it the upper hand in limited clashes with Russia,
Moscow could bring overwhelming force to bear if the conflict
escalated -- a development that would invite NATO interven-
tion.

W &
NstiTuTe =

AN KASAPOGLU

http://goo.gl/SB4VaM

Trans Conflict 12/10/2015

Why bombing Syria is the right decision, but not enough

The decision to intervene in Syria and to more actively fight the '
so-called Islamic State was right. Something needs to happen x
now to prevent this barbaric regime from spreading its mes- L _.

sage and promoting its inhumane practices. Yet, airstrikes
alone will not be the answer.

SOEREN KEIL

http://goo.gl/chEbf0
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